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STUDY II 

CHAPTER V 

paul's residence in ephesus and the correspondence with 
the corinthians 

The fact that Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, as it is commonly reckoned, 
itself mentions a still earlier letter (I Cor. 5:9 f.) was long ago observed. It is a 
matter of more recent observation that II Cor. 6: 14 — 7 : 1 is probably a portion of 
the "lost" letter imbedded in a later one. This passage at least corresponds 
exactly to Paul's own description of his earlier letter as given in I Cor. 5:0-13, 
and evidently interrupts the course of thought where it stands. Following the 
hint thus furnished, further study has made it probable that Paul wrote to the 
Corinthian church at least four letters which we still possess in whole or in part, 
and that the order of these letters was as follows: 

o) The first letter to the Corinthians, preserved in part in II Cor. 6:14 — 7:1. 

b) The second letter to the Corinthians: the one now commonly called First 
Corinthians. 

c) The third letter, preserved in large part in chaps. 10-13 of Second Corin- 
thians, so called. 

d) The fourth letter, now imbedded in Second Corinthians, so called. Viz., 
II Cor. 1:1 — 6:13, and 7:2 — 0:15. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY 



First day. — § 16. A third missionary journey begun: Acts 18:18 — 19:1. 
Trace Paul's journey from Antioch of Syria, where the letter to the Galatians 
seems to have been written, to Ephesus, the great strategic center where he had 
long desired to proclaim his good news of salvation (Acts 16:6). Read Acts 18 : 23 ; 
19:1, 8-10, 20-22, 26. It was during this strenuous evangelistic campaign that 
Paul was also keeping in close touch with the Corinthian church and its needs 
(I Cor. 16:8, 19). 

Second day. — § 17. A fragment of a lost letter of Paul to the Corinthians: 
II Cor. 6: 14 — 7 : 1. Read II Cor. 6: 14 — 7 : 1 as a portion of Paul's first letter to 
the Corinthian disciples. Remember that only recently have these people begun to 
regard chastity as a moral obligation resting upon every individual. The apostle 
has stung their consciences and attracted them to purer ideals. He recognizes the 
need of most strenuous measures if they are to be permanently established in their 
new life of godliness. To what incipient powers within them does he now appeal, 
and with what arguments does he refer to God as their great Helper ? 

Third day. — § 18. — Paul's second letter to Corinth, commonly called First 
Corinthians. 

Notice the evidence, not only that Paul had recently written the letter, 
mentioned in our I Cor. 5 : 9, but that he had also received a letter from Corinth 
(I Cor. 7 : 1), that three Christians from Corinth had recently visited Paul (I Cor. 
16:17), and that members of the household of Chloe had brought him further 
distressing news of the state of affairs at Corinth (I Cor. 1 : n). It is probable also 
that Paul had visited Corinth since he founded the church (II Cor. 13: 1). Read 
the following passages in Paul's second letter (I Cor., so called), and notice some 
of the matters in which the apostle felt it necessary to instruct the church at this 
time: I Cor. 1:11, 12; 5:1; 6:1; 7:1; 8:1; 11:2, 17; 12:1; 15:12; 16:1. 
Consider the courage and hopefulness with which it was necessary to meet these 
difficult situations. Glance through the following: 

ANALYSIS OF THE SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 
(I CORINTHIANS, SO CALLED) 

I. Introduction, including Salutation and Thanksgiving (1:1-9). 
II. Concerning Matters Reported to the Apostle by the Household of Chloe 
(1:10 — 6:20). 
1. Concerning the factions in the church (1 : 10 — 4:21). 

a) The situation stated (1:10-17). 

b) Justification of the simplicity of his preaching among them (1 : 18 — 
3H). 
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c) Explanation of the relation between himself and Apollos, and of the 
relation of both to the gospel work (3 : 5-17). 

d) How in view of these facts the Corinthians ought to act (3 : 18 — 4: 13). 

e) Concluding appeal and warning (4:14-21). 

2. The case of incest (chap. 5). 

3. Lawsuits between members of the church (6:1-11). 

4. Fornication (6:12-20). 

III. Concerning Matters Spoken of in Their Letter (chaps. 7-14). 

5. Concerning marriage (chap. 7). 

6. Concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols (8:1 — n :i). 

a) General principles: such eating is lawful, but is not in accordance with 
love (chap. 8). 

b) Appeal to his own example in waiving his rights (chap. 9). 

c) Warning, derived from the Old Testament, against pride and self- 
conceit (10:1-13). 

d) Argument from the communion table (10:14-22). 

e) Conclusion: recognize Christian liberty, but let Christian love be 
supreme (10: 23 — n : 1). 

7. Concerning women praying and prophesying unveiled (n : 2-16). 

8. Concerning disorder in connection with the Lord's Supper (n : 17-34). 

9. Concerning spiritual gifts (chaps. 12-14). 

a) The diversity of gifts (chap. 12). 

b) Love greater than all gifts (chap. 13). 

c) Prophecy better than the gift of tongues (14:1-25). 

d) Concerning the exercise of gifts in their assemblies (14: 26-36). 

e) Conclusion (14:37-40). 

IV. [Source of the Apostle's Information not Indicated.] 
10. Concerning the resurrection (chap. 15). 

V. Conclusion: Sundry Minor Matters, and Final Injunctions (chap. 16). 

Fourth day. — After reading I Cor. 1 : 1-9 (cf. analysis) and 1 : 10-17, hi which 
the fact of the existence of four parties at Corinth is brought out, recall what sort 
of a man Apollos was (Acts 18:24). It is probable that the Apollos party was 
made up of those who fancied that they had a taste for learned and philosophical 
preaching. Bearing this in mind, notice what Paul says about, (a) the superiority 
of the gospel to the wisdom of the world (philosophy), I Cor. 1:18-24; (J>) the 
ability of the Corinthians to understand philosophical preaching, 1:26-31; (c) 
how Paul had preached, 2 : 1-5; (d) the true wisdom of the gospel, 2 : 1-16; («) the 
inability of the Corinthians to receive it, 3 : 1-4. 

Fifth day. — Read I Cor. 3:5-23 and chap. 4 with the aid of the analysis, 
restating Paul's thoughts in your own words. 
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Sixth day. — Read I Cor., chaps. 5 and 6, following the analysis, and again 
paraphrasing carefully. 

Seventh day. — Read I Cor., chap. 7, and bearing in mind that the apostle is 
adapting his advice to specific circumstances, try to find the permanent central 
principle of his advice. See especially 6:17; 7:23,35. 

Eighth day. — Look over the analysis of I Cor. 8 : 1 — 1 1 : 1 concerning the eating 
of things sacrificed to idols, and then read chap. 8, noticing especially the central 
principle, and the relative value of knowledge and love. 

Ninth day. — Recall again the analysis of I Cor. 8:1 — n :i and read chap. o, 
noticing what right which belonged to the apostle he had voluntarily waived. 

Tenth day. — Read I Cor., chap. 10, and 11 : 1, following the analysis. 

Eleventh day. — Read I Cor. n : 2-34; see suggestions for eighth day. 

Twelfth day. — Look over the analysis of I Cor., chaps 12-14; then read chap. 
12, noticing what Paul says as to (a) the source of all spiritual gifts, (b) the various 
gifts in the church, (c) for whose benefit all gifts are to be used. 

Thirteenth day. — Note that in chap. 12 Paul has been explaining the relative 
value and the use of all "gifts," but at the end of that chapter interrupts his own 
discussion to point out that there is a better way still of solving these problems, viz., 
to have love. Read chap. 13 as a psalm extolling this "more excellent way" of 
love. 

Fourteenth day. — I Cor., chap. 14. Observe that in this chapter the apostle 
comes back to the practical question of the exercising of spiritual gifts (vs. 1), 
especially the relative value of "prophecy" and "tongues." Concerning the 
difference between these two, read carefully vss. 2-4. Read vss. 1-25, noticing 
which of the two gifts the Corinthians had apparently preferred; which Paul 
evidently regards as the more valuable ; and the reason for his preference. Read 
vss. 26-40, noticing especially what they imply as to the character of public 
worship in the early church. 

Fifteenth day. — I Cor., chap. 15. Consult the analysis for the theme, and 
vs. 12 for the occasion of this discussion. Read vss. 1-11, noticing the abundant 
testimony to the resurrection of Jesus to which Paul refers. (Vss. o-n are a 
parenthesis, not directly connected with the subject of the chapter.) Read vss. 
12-28, noticing the importance which Paul attaches to the fact of the resurrection 
of Christ in relation to the resurrection of Christians. Read vss. 20-34, noticing 
what Paul regards as the immoral effect of the denial of the resurrection. Read 
vss. 35-58 in which Paul answers difficulties that are raised in connection with 
the resurrection. 

Sixteenth day. — Read chap. 16, and endeavor from it to form as definite and 
vivid a picture as you can of the everyday life of an apostle, and especially of the 
matters with which Paul was just at this time occupied. 
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Seventeenth day. — Compare the reading of the second and third days, and, 
using the analysis and the text, review the whole letter with reference to the 
information it gives concerning the temptations to which gentile converts to 
Christianity were subject, and the difficulties with which a Christian apostle had 
to contend in building up churches worthy of the Christian name. 

Eighteenth day. — Recalling the reading of yesterday, observe in how large a pro- 
portion of the cases Paul both corrects the evils existing among the Corinthians 
and solves their perplexities by reference to two or three great principles, viz., the 
sanctity of the church and of the body as the temple of the Holy Spirit, and the 
great principle of love, requiring that all things be done unto the building-up of 
the church as the body of Christ. 

Nineteenth day. — § 19. Paul's third letter to Corinth: chaps. 10-13 of Second 
Corinthians, commonly so called. 

ANALYSIS OF THE THIRD LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 

I. Reply to the Attacks of His Opponents (II Cor. 10: 1 — 12 : 13). 

1. Repels the charges of his opponents, intimating charges against them; 
and affirms the authority given him by Christ (chap. 10). 

2. With repeated apologies for boasting, and mingled denunciation of his 
opponents, he glories in his Hebrew blood, his relation to Christ, his 
sufferings and labors, and his visions (11:1 — 12:13). 

II. Transition to the Conclusion: his intention to come to them; the motives 

and manner of his coming (12:14 — 13:10). 
III. Conclusion: parting injunctions, salutations, and benediction (13:11 — 14). 

Read this letter through once very carefully (using the analysis), noting the 
sternness, the chagrin, the sarcasm and irony (11:5), and the evident sorrow with 
which he writes. He occasionally quotes his opponents with telling effect (10: i, 
10). Seeing that Paul's previous letters and even the visits to Corinth of himself, 
Titus, and Timothy have failed to produce the desired result, the apostle adds this 
severe letter, determined by every argument in his power to break down this 
un-Christian obduracy in order to save the Corinthian brothers from their fatal 
course. 

Twentieth day. — For the further understanding of this severe letter (chaps. 10- 
13), it must be borne in mind that originally there had been four parties at strife in 
the Corinthian church (see fourth day). All opposition to Paul seemed now to 
center in the ranks of those who claimed exclusive allegiance to Christ, to the 
cruel discredit of Paul (II Cor. 10: 7; n : 23). Paul's letters and the visits above 
mentioned had seemingly aroused these opponents to bitterest antagonism (II 
Cor. 12:17,18). Paul must now win back these obstreperous church members, or 
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forever lose his place of influence at Corinth; hence he writes this letter in his 
strongest style, and plans to follow it up with a third visit to Corinth (II Cor. 
12:14; 13:1)- His opponents were evidently Jewish Christians (11:22) and 
claimed a special relationship to Christ (10:7; n : 13, 23), probably from the fact 
that they had known Christ in the flesh. Re-read the letter and be sure that you 
clearly see the situation before you leave it. 

Twenty-first day. — In the light of all these suggestions, read again chaps. 10 
and 11, putting Paul's appeals and arguments into your own words, and noting 
here, as in the Galatian letter, how deeply Paul is stirred and with what cleverness 
he pleads for their loyalty to the great Cause. 

Twenty-second day. — In the same way, read 12:1-13; 12:14 — 13:10; and, 
finally, the conclusion (13:11-14). With what sense of authority, yet what self- 
effacement and devoted love, the great evangelist entreats them to lay aside their 
foolish bickerings and to live henceforth in the spirit of their Master! How could 
they fail to respond to their great apostle, especially when Titus carried the epistle 
in person to Corinth (II Cor. 7:6), and pleaded with all his great enthusiasm for 
its acceptance ? 

Twenty-third day. — § 20. Paul's life in danger at Ephesus: His journey to 
Macedonia and Greece: Acts 1 9 : 23 — 20 : 2 . We have here to interrupt our study of 
Paul's correspondence with the Corinthians to consider what is happening to him 
in Ephesus. The passage from Acts, which should now be read, shows what other 
matters beside those of the Corinthians he had on his mind, and also illustrates a 
phase of the conflict of Christianity and Greek heathenism. Note especially the 
motives by which the opponents of the gospel were chiefly influenced. Does the 
passage found in II Cor. 1:8-10 (a part of Paul's next, and last, letter to the 
Corinthians) suggest the extent of the danger in which the apostle was placed 
prior to his escape from Ephesus? Could modern Christians endure such a 
strenuous, wearing life ? 

Twenty-fourth day. — §21. Paul's fourth letter to Corinth: II Cor. 1:1 — 6:13 
and 7. .2—0:15. 

ANALYSIS OF THE FOURTH LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 

I. Introduction, including Salutation and Thanksgiving (II Cor. 1 : 1-11). 
II. The Apostle's Feelings and Conduct toward the Corinthians, particularly in 
the matter of his proposed visit to them, and of his recent letter (1 : 12 — 7 : 16). 

1. Declares that he had acted holily and sincerely (1 : 12-14). 

2. Explains his change of purpose, and the motive of his recent letter, and 
bids them now forgive the one whose wrongdoing had occasioned the letter 
(1:15—2:11). 

3. His anxious suspense while waiting for his messenger to bring important 
news (2:12-17). 
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4. [Digression — a partial repetition of his self-defense: see § 19, above.] The 
manner and motives of the apostle's ministry (3 : n — 6: 10). 

a) Not with self-commendation or with letters of commendation from 
others, but in reliance on God, having been made by him minister of a 
new covenant (3:1-11). 

6) Using the boldness of speech appropriate to the new hope (3 : 1 2-18) . 

c) Without craftiness, preaching Christ only as Lord (4: 1-6). 

d) Weak and afflicted, yet living for others unto the glory of God (4: 7-15). 

e) Fainting not at persecutions, but looking unto the eternal things which 
are to come (4:16 — 5:10). 

f) As ambassadors for Christ, responsible to God, living and suffering for 
men (5:11 — 6:10). 

5. His love for the Corinthians and appeal for their love (6:11-13; 7:2-4). 

6. His anxious suspense while he waited again in Europe for the delayed 
messenger (cf. 3, above) and his great joy when his friend did arrive 

(7:S-i6-) 
III. Concerning the Ministering to the Saints (chaps. 8, 9) (cf. I Cor. 16:1-3; 

Rom. 15:25, 26). 

As you read these chapters from day to day, notice the new note of joy and 
relief and the unrestricted outpourings of love and enthusiasm to which Paul 
finally gives utterance as he realizes that another great victory has been won for 
the Christian movement. 

Twenty-fifth day. — From Acts 20:1; II Cor. 2:12, 13; 7:5-13, answer the 
following questions: (1) When Paul left Ephesus to what country did he intend to 
go? (2) At what place did he stop on the way? (cf. map). (3) Who did he 
hope would join him there, and what was the effect on his mind of the failure of 
this messenger to come ? (4) From what place was the messenger coming, and 
why was Paul so anxious to see him ? (5) Where did the messenger finally join 
Paul; what kind of news did he bring? (6) From all these facts form your 
impression, first, of the nature of the experiences through which Paul was passing 
in these weeks or months, and second, as to the occasion for the writing of this 
letter to Corinth. 

Twenty-sixth day. — Following the analysis of the fourth letter, and bearing in 
mind that the relations between the apostle and the Corinthians had evidently been 
somewhat strained by a suspicion on their part that Paul had been unduly reticent 
concerning his own experiences and somewhat fickle in the matter of his plans for 
visiting them, as well as by the severity of his reproof of them — read II Cor. 
1:1-1 1 noticing what is implied as to the experiences through which he has been 
passing, and as to his present condition and state of mind. Do vss. 4-7 refer only 
to the afflictions mentioned in vs. 8, or in part also to the distress of mind caused 
by anxiety concerning the Corinthians ? 
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Twenty-seventh day. — Read II Cor. i : 12 — 2 : 17 with the help of the analysis. 
Notice that with the beginning of the third chapter the matter of waiting for 
Titus, spoken of in 2:12, 13, is dropped and resumed again in 7: 5, 6. The inter- 
vening chapters, therefore, are really a long parenthesis concerning the manner 
and motives of the apostle's ministry, and must be read as such. See analysis. 
Read chap. 3, bearing in mind that the apostle had been criticized and denounced 
by Jewish Christian preachers, and that he is here contrasting his ministry with 
theirs. 

Twenty-eighth day. — Bearing in mind that Paul is here explaining the motives 
of his ministry and what sustains him in his labors, read 4: 1—6 : 10, forming your 
own impression of the ministry thus described. 

Twenty-ninth day.— Read 6:11-12 and 7:2-4, comparing the analysis. Paul 
longs for a deathless friendship with his Corinthian friends. 

Notice that in 7 : 5 the apostle takes up the matter of his distress of mind and 
the comfort caused by the coming of Titus, where he left it to introduce the digres- 
sion concerning his ministry (see 2:12, 13); read 7:5-16. Cf. suggestion (6), 
twenty-fifth day. 

Thirtieth day. — Notice the subject of chaps. 8 and 9. Cf . 9 : 1 and the analysis. 
Notice the evidence in I Cor. 16: 1-3 and Rom. 15:25-27, that during all of this 
last part of Paul's third missionary journey one of the things which he had on his 
mind was the gathering of money for the relief of poor Christians in Jerusalem. 
Remembering how much Paul had been hindered in his work among the Gentiles 
by certain Jewish Christians in Jerusalem (cf. Acts 15:1 and the letter to the 
Galatians, especially 2:4, 12), consider how much real danger there was that the 
Christian church should be divided into two sharply opposed bodies — one a mere 
sect of Judaism, and the other a gentile Christian body having no real connection 
with the religion of the Old Testament. Bear these facts in mind as you read, 
considering whether gifts of money by the gentile Christians for the relief of the 
poverty of Jewish brethren would tend to establish friendly relations and prevent 
any rupture. Read chaps. 8 and 9, noticing the motives to which the apostle 
appeals, and the methods which he employs for raising this money. Is there 
considerable repetition in chap. 9 of ideas already expressed in chap. 8 ? Is it 
possible that these are parts of two letters on the same subject — rather than of the 
same letter ? 

Can you name two, three, or more great principles of thought or action which 
are expressed by Paul in the Corinthian letters or which underlie what he has 
here written ? Write down such as you can state and consider how many of them 
are applicable to the life of individuals, the church, or men at large, today. 



